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as a writer for the prince, he was engaged in
studying Chinese and Dutch, when a friend sent
him an atlas of the United States.

His prince objected to his study of foreign
languages, and he was repeatedly flogged. Sore
at heart and sick in body he persisted in his
quest of foreign knowledge. At this time he
writes ; " One clay I visited my friend, and found
out a small Holy Bible in his library that was
written by some American minister in China
language. I lend it from him and read it at
night. I was afraid of my savage country's
law, which if I read the Bible will cross (i.e.
crucify) my whole family. I put down the book
and look around me, saying, who made me ?
My parents ? No, my God. Then I must be
thankful to God. I must believe Him, and I
must be upright against Him." He at once
recognized his Maker's claim to love and obedi-
ence, and began to seek God. Determined to go
to the nearest seaport at Hakodate in quest of
knowledge, he left his family with tears, and in
1864, at the age of twenty-one, about midnight,
the young patriot, disguised as a servant and
with Ms bundle on his back, sallied out into the
darkness, and crept on board an American
schooner just sailing from Hakodate. He
swallowed his pride of birth, and did servile work
on deck to earn his passage. In Hongkong he